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Introduction

Our vision, underpinned by co-operative values , is threefold; to work in partnership with the community we serve to1

combat social exclusion and deprivation,  to build a sustainable and vibrant community and local economy, and to

provide learners with a global perspective helping them to become responsible and articulate citizens in a global

economy.  We will achieve this by delivering the highest possible standards of education, and for this we rely on the

performance of all our employees. With this in mind the Trust is committed to providing staff with development

opportunities and support.

The success of YHCLT is due to our employees performing at a consistently high level,through a shared passion for

teaching and learning, high aspirations for student learning, with each individual continually developing and growing

professionally.

Prior to final approval by the LGB, this policy has been the subject of review and suggested amendments have been

taken into consideration and changes made where they can be agreed.

1 Aims & Objectives
‘The more you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn, the more places you’ll go.’ Dr Seuss
The school aims to ensure that:

● We are determined that all children learn to read. We do this by:
● Teaching them to read accurately and fluently using a range of strategies.
● Helping them to understand and respond to what they read using inference and deduction where

appropriate.
● Allowing the opportunity for children to reflect on and discuss what they have read, including the language

and punctuation choices made by the author.
● Enhancing their understanding of a variety of text types including non-fiction, fiction and poetry.
● Encouraging them to develop a love of reading and become confident, fluent and independent.
● Teaching them how to seek information and learn from the written word.
● Enabling them to read with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.
● Intervening to provide support for improving pupils’ Literacy, especially for pupils at risk of underachieving.

2 Phonics
All children in the Foundation Stage and Year 1 will be taught phonic skills daily through a systematic phonics
approach. This will take place through dedicated phonics lessons: Foundation Stage 1, Foundation Stage 2 and Year 1.
Year 2 will have a phonics/spelling daily session.

Phonics information meetings are also held to advise parents on the reading strategies used in school and how best
they may help their child before the children start their Reception Year.

Phonics will be planned for and delivered on a daily basis (20 minute sessions). Children will be assessed regularly
and groups adjusted accordingly. Towards the end of Year 1 all children will take part in the national phonics
screening test. They will achieve either a pass or fail. If a child fails the screening test they will retake it in Year 2.

1 self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity, solidarity, honesty, openness, social responsibility and caring for others
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3 Guided Reading
3.1 Group
In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children will have the opportunity to take part in a shared reading experience in
small groups guided by an adult. All guided reading sessions will have an objective linked to year group expectations
and these should be recorded on the school’s guided Reading Planning/Record sheet. During Guided Reading the
adult with each group will record children’s responses to the text and the skill being taught. The children will
experience a wide range of texts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

3.2 Whole Class
In Key Stage 2 children will have the opportunity to take part in a whole class reading experience. All sessions will
have an objective linked to year group expectations. Reading responses will be recorded in reading journals. The
children will experience a wide range of high quality texts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

4 Individual Reading
All children will have at least one individual reading book from the school. During EYFS and KS1, this book will match
the child’s current phonics knowledge. The teacher monitors each child’s progress on a regular basis.

5 Expectations of Parents
Parents are expected to listen to their child read and ask questions about the book to check comprehension, making
comments in the reading record. Parents are expected to listen to their children read and discuss the text as
homework, making comments in the reading record. Whilst it is not expected that parents will hear their child read
every day, frequent involvement in the process is still important. Discussions about the books read and
understanding of issues covered help to improve reading skills. Parents are encouraged to sign the reading record as
frequently as they read.

6 Additional Support
Where possible, target children will be given the opportunity to do additional reading in school. This may be with a
reading buddy, a ‘Ready, Steady, Read’ volunteer or with a member of staff. Children also have access to ‘Bug Club’,
which is an online reading resource that can be used in and out of school.

7 Monitoring
The teaching of reading will be monitored using the normal procedures. These include lesson visits, work scrutinies,
pupil interviews and pupil progress meetings.

8 Equal Opportunities and Inclusion
See separate policy

9 Assessment
See separate policy

10 Public Sector Equality Duty

The Equality Act 2010 replaced and unified all existing equality legislation such as the Race Relations Act, Disability
Discrimination Act and Sex Discrimination Act. It aims to ensure that people have equality of opportunity in accessing
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and experiencing public services. Schools when carrying out their day to day work should have regard to the
following:

● eliminating discrimination
● advancing equality of opportunity and
● foster good relations across all characteristics

Schools cannot unlawfully discriminate against pupils because of their disability, gender, race, religion or belief, sex
and sexual orientation. Protection is now extended to pupils who are pregnant or undergoing gender reassignment.
This means it is now unlawful to discriminate against a transgender pupil or a pupil who is pregnant or recently had a
baby.

This policy was reviewed and updated with reference to this duty. The author/s of this document considered this
policy in the light of these requirements to ensure that Stepney Primary School adheres to these statutory
regulations.

11 Person Responsible
Updated Autumn 2019
YHCLT
To be reviewed Autumn 2022
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